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Research projects conducted by the Coal Mining 
Museum in Zabrze:

• 2015-2016   The Miners’ Narrative - 100 interviews
• 2016-2017   The Everyday Life in Workers’ Estates - 78 interviews
• 2017-2019   The Miners’ Leisure - 80 interviews + 18 docu movies
• 2018-2022   The Devotion to St. Barbara - 28 interviews
• 2018- Miners’ Naïve Art - 20 interviews of 200 planned
• 2019-2020   Upper Silesian and Mining Tattoos - 40 interviews
• 2020-2021   Mine Rescue - 10 interviews



Oral Archive – 356 sound files and more…



Method: heritage sites as the lieux de mémoire

• In-depth interviews – open-ended, discovery oriented; perfect for 
larger research projects

• Interview guidelines for the researchers – including the basic 
information about the heritage site or the mining traditions, language 
and history

• Experienced researchers; beginners receive additional training and 
are supervised 

• In-depth interview for social memory and oral history including 
emotions and opinions

• The result: a rich and various collection of Spoken Archive



Access

• Dedicated search engine
• Library only (no online access)
• Personal data protection
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Elevation and appreciation
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The value



The future... 2022


