
VIRAL
Virtual Reality Archive Learning



Goals & Target groups

▪ Enable archives, smaller museums, heritage sites or local 
collections to create & use VR,  AR and 360-degree movies 
at a low cost

▪ Enable Adults facing fewer opportunities, educators and 
professionals  to create VR, AR and 360-degree-
productions themselves



Outputs

▪ O1 VIRAL Methodological Framework to boost the key 
competences of adults 

▪ O2 VIRAL Learning Outcome Matrix, defining the knowledge, 
skills and competences to be achieved by the adults 

▪ O3 VIRAL Resources, a set of virtual reality (VR), 360 degree-
movies (360) and augmented reality (AR) training resources for 
adult education 

▪ O4 VIRAL CPD Course for adult educators and professionals in 
cultural heritage 

▪ O5 VIRAL Platform, a multilingual learning platform providing 
open and instant access to the full suite of project’s outputs, 
including the eLearning space to support the access to the CPD 



Partners



Title 
here



Industrialization of the Wuppertal

 The Wuppertal: cradle of
industrialization in Germany

 Important location of the textile industry

 Social problems due to high immigration

 The height of industrial development in 
the 19th and early 20th centuries

 Collapse of the textile industry in the
1970s

 Structural change



Risks and opportunities

 Job losses due to the decline of the industry

 Great need for qualifications for new career opportunities

 Risk of loss of skills, knowledge, buildings etc. of the old industries

 The industrial heritage as a historical foundation for something 
new



Project News and Dissemination

• Formation of local working 
groups

• Flyer

• Newsletter

• Facebook

• Press articles

• Local television reports

• Lectures



Methodological Handbook: Target groups



Methodological Handbook: Case study



Learning Outcome Matrix

CPD-Courses:

Definition of Learning Outcomes

• Skills

• Competences

• Knowledge

EQF-Level



Quest Module: How to use an archive



Quest Module: What is (post)industrial heritage?
Tasks:

• Form a working group

• Write an essay on a place of industrial
culture

• Find out more about this place on the
internet and in literature

• Visit the location and use VR, AR or 360°-
Videos

• Look in the city archives for documents
on this site



Productions

360 °-Videos

• In the city archives of Wuppertal

• In the consumer cooperative
„Vorwärts“

• At the site of the former Engels 
textile company



Productions: The consumer cooperative „Vorwärts“

• Founded in 1899 to improve the supply 
situation, living and working conditions of 
craftsmen and workers

• Initially only 45 families involved, but 
membership grew rapidly

• The building contained a bread factory, coffee 
roastery, beer and lemonade bottling

• Own rail siding in the basement



Productions: The consumer cooperative „Vorwärts“

• Up to 162 stores

• Up to 200.000 people were supplied

• Cheap food

• Cheap but comfortable apartments

• 1931 New larger and modern building for the
consumer cooperative



Productions: The consumer cooperative „Vorwärts“

The Consumer Cooperative Building in the 
Period of National Socialism

• From 1933 barracks and training center
of the SA

• Illegal Prison

• Detention of antifascists

• After 1947 accommodation for war 
returnees and refugees



Productions: Location of the Engels textile company

Location of the Engels textile company today:

• Museum Engels House (former home of 
Friedrich Engels' grandfather)

• Museum of Industrial Culture (Engels 
factory building from 1885)

• Two preserved old workers' houses

• Engels Park (former bleching meadow)

• Memorial stone on the site of Friedrich 
Engels' house that was destroyed in World 
War II



Thank you very much for your attention!

Werner Matt
City Archives Dornbirn
Marktplatz 11
A-6850 Dornbirn
Tel.: +43 5572 306 4900
E-Mail: werner.matt@dornbirn.at

Thorsten Dette
City Archives Wuppertal
Friedrich-Engels-Allee 89-91
D-42285 Wuppertal
Tel.: +49 202 563 2939
E-Mail: thorsten.dette@stadt.wuppertal.de


